DIALOGUE ABOUT RELIGION   177
consent, leaving only the spiritual values of the caste system. For himself, personally, he said frankly that he would go as far as he could carry his mother and brothers, but no farther. That day he had eaten with a European (pointing to me), and he could go back and tell his mother, and nothing would happen. Ten years ago she would have driven him from the house. His bearer, however, was still shocked, and, when they started on their present journey, he refused to eat with men of other castes. The consequence was that he starved and had now come to see sense.
The mention of the mother led me to raise the question of women's influence in India and the retarding effect which, it seemed to me, the view taken of women and their seclusion and lack of education must " have on any forward movement. There was general agreement that the influence of the women was very great, and *
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